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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
 
In order to provide for full and open communications between the public and the School 
Committee, the Committee authorizes several avenues for the exchange of information, ideas, 
and opinions. All of the following operate within the framework of the Committee's scheduled 
meetings: 
 

1. Written correspondence may be directed to the Committee through the 
Superintendent for consideration at a meeting. 
 

2. At each regular meeting of the Committee there will be a period of up to 15 minutes 
set aside for public comment on items of school business, whether or not such items 
are on the agenda. Any member of the public who wishes to participate in this 
comment period must sign in with the School Committee secretary in the meeting 
room during the ten-minute period immediately preceding the scheduled meeting 
time. Each person will indicate his/her name, address, and topic(s) to be commented 
upon. Only those persons who have signed in will be allowed to provide comments. 
Each participant will be permitted to speak on his/her identified topics for up to two 
minutes. The Chair may terminate a comment at any time if he/she determines that 
the comment is not appropriate for public session. The Chair may extend the time for 
comment if he/she deems appropriate to the conduct of Committee business. 
 

3. A citizen who wishes to have an item placed on the agenda will present the request 
in writing to the Superintendent. To be considered, the request must be received ten 
(10) calendar days before the School Committee meeting. See also Policy KEB, 
"Public Complaints About School Personnel." 
 

4. From time to time, the School Committee may schedule a public hearing on any 
matter of concern to the community. All meetings of the Committee will be presided 
over by the chairman with the purpose of conducting the business of the Committee 
in a responsible and expeditious manner. THE OPEN MEETING LAW PROVIDES 
THAT CITIZENS MAY WITNESS PUBLIC BUSINESS BEING TRANSACTED, 
BUT DOES NOT GUARANTEE THE RIGHT TO SPEAK AT THE MEETING. 
The Chairman will have authority to regulate and limit public participation within 
the provisions of this policy. The Committee may determine to limit or alter this 
authority by majority vote. However, by law, "no person shall address a public 
meeting of a governmental body without permission of the presiding officer at such 
meeting, and all persons shall, at the request of such presiding officer, be silent." 

 
 


